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Netiquette:
Ø Mute yourself

Ø Use the chat box for questions or comments

Global Learning for K-12 Teachers



Goals:

• To reach deeper understanding of the importance of global 
learning

• To connect global learning to proficiency-driven student 
engagement

• To expand the range of classroom ideas that integrate global 
learning



What do these two have in common?



Global Learning/Global Competence Definitions:
Global learning (Florida International University)
Global learning is “the process of diverse people collaboratively analyzing and addressing 
complex problems that transcend borders” (Landorf & Doscher, 2015)

ASCD & Longview Foundation
Global competence: 
The set of knowledge, skills, and dispositions needed to thrive in a diverse, interconnected 
world.

Global learning: 
The act of developing global competence through intentional educational activities.



21st Century Skills

2011 OECD Report:
• Changes in demands for student skills   
• Need for critical thinking and problem-solving abilities
• Literacy:       “learning to read” à “reading for learning”
• Importance of creativity, innovation, & collaboration

2012 U.S. Department of Education added a global component to its 
definition of 21st century education

Are American Students (Globally) Ready?





Any thoughts about these takeaways? 
Anything surprising/shocking?
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Why a Global Focus in Education?
1. Career Readiness

2. Digital Connectivity

3. Demographic Diversity

4. Cross-Border Challenges

(2019) ASCD & Longview Foundation Report
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Why don’t students talk?
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Why don’t students talk?

v They have no reason to

v They don’t know anything about the topic

v They don’t know what to do

v They are embarrassed/shy

v The task is too vague/not-motivating

v They don’t have the language to do so.
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What kind of speaking tasks are used in language classrooms?
12

Ice-breaker/warm-
up activities

Role-plays & 
Simulations

Ranking activities Problem-solving 
activities

Information-gap 
activities

Questionnaire
Discussion

Communication 
Games
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Padlet #1: Let’s get to know each other
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Padlet #2: Let’s talk!
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Reflection time:
1. How are the two padlets similar?

2.How are they different?

3.What amount of language do they encourage the learners to produce?



Levels of culturally-sustaining instruction 
(Oberg De La Garza & Lavigne, 2019)

Exclusive 
Level Inclusive Level Transformative 

Level



Teacher-centered Learner-centered



Levels of culturally-sustaining instruction 
(Oberg De La Garza & Lavigne, 2019)
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Task: Proficiency & Performance

Ø How do you define them?

ØWhat is their relationship?

21
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Task: Proficiency & Performance

22
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Proficiency: Components
Ø Content (topics of communication)

Ø Function (the task to be completed; the purpose for communicating)

Ø Accuracy (correctness or appropriateness of the language for the 
context)                        (www.carla.umn.edu)

24

Proficient learners can communicate about 
something appropriately and accurately for a 

purpose. (Martina Bex)
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Must-Haves in the Three Modes
26

(Dr. Jennifer Eddy, STARTALK 2012)



Sample Task: Summer Camp
§ You are the student representative 

on a summer camp planning team. 
Decide on the following:

• Which of the following activities will be 
available to students?

• Only 6 activities can be offered

• Prioritize them

• Discuss your rationale for offering 
some and rejecting the other activities

• Swimming in the lake

• Kayaking

• Waterskiing

• Overnight stay in the woods in a tent

• Mountain climbing

• Hang gliding

• Card games

• Board games

• Reading

• Volleyball

• Art project
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Task: What’s going on in this picture?
INDIANA UNIVERSITY

1. I see____________. 1. I see _____________.
2. I think ____________.

1. I see___________.
2. I think ___________.

3. I wonder __________.
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Sample Task: Visiting Prague
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Task: The 3 Ys

Before class: Watch the daily news. Some countries have better access 
to vaccines to fight COVID-19 than some other countries. 

1. Why might this topic matter to me?
2. Why might it matter to people around me? (family, friends, city, 

nation?
3. Why might it matter to the world?        (Project Zero, Harvard)
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What does one need to consider when planning for a speaking activity?
§ Preparation time

§ Type of interaction

§ Seating arrangement/ Technology tool

§ Monitoring

§ Pace

§ Correction focus

§ Correction timing

§ Appropriateness

§ Aim
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Myths about Global Learning
qI have to travel abroad to be a globally competent teacher.
qI don’t have time to include global learning in my curriculum.
qI don’t have funds to create global learning experiences for my 

students.
qGlobal learning is the same as global competence.
qGlobal competence is only important if you are going to leave 

Indiana.
qGlobal learning does not connect multiple disciplines. 



Useful Frameworks:



The World’s Largest Lesson

Useful instructional resources:

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
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Global Learning Resources Padlet: 
https://padlet.com/vesna_dimitrieska/bl403d0gaa37



Beyond the 5 Fs of Culture

• Food
• Festivals
• Flags
• Fashion
• Famous people



Thank you!
Vesna Dimitrieska (vdimitri@Indiana.edu)


